
Open Nuclear Network’s 

UPDATE: 
DEVELOPMENTS AT THE 
DPRK'S PUNGGYE-RI 
NUCLEAR TEST SITE 
BETWEEN 14 AND        
20 APRIL 2022



 

 

 

Open Nuclear Network’s  

UPDATE: 
DEVELOPMENTS AT THE 
DPRK ’S PUNGGYE-RI 
NUCLEAR TEST SITE 
BETWEEN 14 AND 
20  APRIL 2022 
 
 

Jaewoo SHIN, Katsuhisa FURUKAWA 
 
 

21 April 2022 
 
 
 

 
In previous publications dated 28 March, 6 April and 14 April 2022, ONN 
reported signs of increasing activities within the Punggye-ri nuclear test site 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), especially at the 
secondary entrance to Tunnel 3 (also known as the South Portal).1 

New satellite images from 19 and 20 April 2022 showed further 
developments at this site, including the following (Figures 1-3). 
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I. TUNNEL 3 
 
Recent images suggest that the area in front 
of the secondary entrance to Tunnel 3 has 
been expanded and that the ground has been 
leveled. Further tunneling activities may 
require the introduction of additional heavy 
vehicles or instrumentation support, for 
which a reinforced surface area could be 
required. No evidence was identified showing 
expansion of the spoil pile near the secondary 
entrance since the last report; this may 
indicate that Tunnel 3 excavation activities 
have slowed or stalled. Specifically, the 
following new developments near the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

secondary entrance to Tunnel 3 have been 
observed since 14 April 2022: 

• New structure at a location previously 
used as a dumping point for newly 
excavated spoil; 

• Surface leveling and possible road 
construction activities; 

• New square object visible as of 
19 April 2022, assessed as possibly an 
awning; and 

• Signs of streambed restoration, perhaps 
for flood control during the rainy season.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Area in front of secondary entrance to Tunnel 3 as of 19 April 2022, overlaid on Google Earth 
and draped over Google Earth’s terrain model. 
Overlay image: © 2022 Planet Labs. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission. 
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Figure 2: Close up of the area 
in front of secondary entrance 
to Tunnel 3 as of 20 April 
2022. 
Image: © 2022 Maxar 
Technologies. All Rights 
Reserved. Reprinted by 
permission. 

Figure 3: Comparison of the area in front of secondary entrance to Tunnel 3 as of 19 September 2014 
and 20 April 2022. 
Image left: Google Earth; Image right: © 2022 Maxar Technologies. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by 
permission. 
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II. MAIN ADMINISTRATIVE AREA 
 
Visible changes to previously noted log piles 
suggest that renovation activities are 
ongoing, albeit at a slow pace relative to 
recent construction in the area.  
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III. TUNNELS 1, 2 AND 4 
 
No excavation nor other noteworthy activity 
has been observed in satellite imagery 
available as of 20 April 2022 at Tunnels 1, 2 
and 4 (also known as the East Portal, the 
North Portal and the West Portal 
respectively). 
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